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Recipient of top international awards in rehabilitation medicine clinical care, research and education, Andrew Haig is Emeritus Professor of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at the University of Michigan, Volunteer Professor at the Medical College of Wisconsin, University of Vermont and Dartmouth College; president of Haig Consulting LLC and of the International Rehabilitation Forum, and on medical staff at the University of Vermont Health Network.
As founding president of the International Rehabilitation Forum www.rehabforum.org, a nonprofit consortium that builds medical rehabilitation in low-resource countries, Dr. Haig launched the field of disaster rehabilitation, organizing doctors around the world to respond to catastrophes ranging from earthquakes to war.  He leads the very first rehabilitation medicine training programs in sub-Saharan Africa, now in 4 countries. He advises governments, health systems, and future leaders. Under him the IRF is now an official partner of the World Health Organization, and is a 2026-2028 Fulbright Specialist. 

Dr. Haig’s research is recognized for numerous scientific firsts, including the first masked studies in the 60-year history of diagnostic needle electromyography and the first randomized trial of multidisciplinary team assessment of disability. More recent work has radically reduced the cost of treatment for back pain and influenced World Health Organization policies on disability. Funded by agencies including NIH, NIDRR, USDOL and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, he has authored over 200 scientific articles, and his influence is rated by ResearchGate in the top percent of all scientists. His work has been recognized with dozens of awards including the 2016 ISSLS Award (international top spine research) the 2016 American Association for Neuromuscular and Electrodiagnostic Medicine Distinguished Researcher award, the 2019 Haim Ring award from the International Society for Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine, and the 2022 AAPMR Distinguished Advocate award.  Dr. Haig recently co-directed the $21M Vermont RETAIN return-to-work federal grant.
His educational influence has been acknowledged with the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey national teaching award for physical medicine and rehabilitation.  He founded the University of Michigan Spine Fellowship, which, during his tenure, was considered one of the best in the country. His students, residents, and fellows have received numerous awards for work under his direction, and many are now in leadership roles. He was the first physician director of Michigan’s telemedicine system and started the University’s cancer rehabilitation program. He teaches leadership to corporate executives in collaboration with the University of Michigan’s Noel Tichy, Ph.D. Dr. Haig has been on the editorial board of five medical journals and is author of the American College of Physician’s textbook on back pain. He has given over 200 invited lectures throughout the world and has been featured in many major news organizations. 
Clinically, his expertise has been consistently recognized by three National “Best Doctor’ lists, and in 2008 he was the recipient of the American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation’s Distinguished Clinician Award.  Specializing in nerve, spine, and work disability, now practices in Vermont. 
A graduate of the University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee and the Medical College of Wisconsin, Dr. Haig completed his specialty training at the #1 ranked Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago. As medical director of ThedaCare’s award-winning rehabilitation program, he obtained broad experience in areas ranging from sports medicine to pediatric rehabilitation. He is certified by the American Board of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, with sub-specialization from the American Board of Electrodiagnostic Medicine and the American Board of Pain Medicine.  He is volunteer faculty of the University of Vermont, Dartmouth College and the Medical College of Wisconsin.
Outside of medicine Dr. Haig is an award winning creative writer, father, and master swimmer.
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